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Introduction

 An end-to-end real-time acquisitions workflow 
combines a Library Service Provider (LSP) with Alma 
for product selection and ordering

 The vendor reference number is stored as part of the 
Alma PO line 

 Alma PO line number is kept as part of the LSP order 
details
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Descriptive Flow

1. User searches for items and places them in the LSP 
shopping cart (or equivalent)

2. User verifies owning library, fund codes and other 
relevant information

3. At checkout, LSP sends shopping cart data to Alma using 
the Create PO line API

4. Alma validates the received PO line information (see PO 
line object)

5. Alma attempts to match the records using standard 
identifiers; if no match is found, Alma creates a brief 
bibliographic record for the order

6. Alma responds with the newly created PO line number 
to the LSP

7. PO line is processed in Alma as other PO lines are 
processed; if an order requires manual review, Alma 
sends it to the In Review task list
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RTA Workflow
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Set-Up: RTA Workflow with LSP

 API Key

• An API key should be generated by you and 
supply to the LSP

• Login to the Developers Network using your 
institution’s account

• Make sure you are connected with your 
institutional account and not with your 
personal account
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Set-Up: RTA Workflow with LSP

 API Key, cont.
• Define an application with the name "Integration 

with LSP"
• Add "Acquisition" API to the application, with 

read/write plan for your production environment
• Add "Configuration" API to the application, with 

read only plan for your production environment
8
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Set-Up: RTA Workflow with LSP

• Copy the API key of the application (this is the API key 
that will be used as part of the LSP API calls in order to 
identify your institution)

• Vendor code and Vendor account code
• information regarding the vendor record in Alma 

representing the LSP

• Owning Library code(s)
• this is the library to which the created PO line will 

be assigned
• you will need to supply a list of possible library 

codes to LSP
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Set-Up: RTA Workflow with LSP

• Location code(s)
• Location(s) in which the related 

item(s) will be created
• Relevant only for physical material

• Fund code(s)
• Fund(s) to which payment will be 

assigned

10
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RTA Configuration in Alma

• MD Editor  template
• ensure that a default metadata template is 

configured
• MD Editor > template > choose > click 

properties > check as default

• Decide about the matching rules that you want to 
apply
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GOBI General Considerations

• !!! YBP does not have a testing environment, hence 
the API key must be defined for your Alma 
production environment

• Several configurations must be adjusted with your YBP 
services when planning to implement the GOBI API

• Some of these functions overlap, so changes will vary 
depending on the service choices you use

13
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GOBI General Considerations

• Of particular note, if your institution uses YBP's EOCR, 
EOCR+, EDI or cataloging services, and the OCLC-YBP 
Cataloging Partners services, adjustments to your YBP 
"Tech Specs“ are required

• For OCLC-YBP Cataloging Partners services, you will 
need to update settings in WCM to work with Alma 
and your revised YBP spec

• YBP's Shelf Ready services may be used independently 
of the GOBI API as they are separate functions and 
one does not replace or exclude the other

14
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GOBI General Considerations

• GOBI API will likely replace the YBP's EOCR service, as 
the API provides greater efficiency for the ordering 
process

• Integration with YBP
• the vendor account representing YBP should be 

defined with 0% discount
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Preparing the GOBI API

• Work with your YBP account manager as part of the 
set-up process

• You will be asked to gather and deliver information:
• List of Alma fund codes
• List of Alma libraries and locations
• List of Alma reporting codes

16
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Preparing the GOBI API

• There will be numerous questions to 
answer, some of which are shown below:

• Are you planning to receive Alma-compatible 
EDI invoices?

• Are you migrating open orders from 
Millennium/Sierra to Alma?

• What is your shut-down date for 
Sierra/Millennium?

• What is your go-live date for Alma?
• Do you plan to continue shelf-ready or other 

specific YBP services?

17
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Terminology

YBP Order Key functions as unique identifier for each order 
placed and is integral to EDI invoicing; aka YBP Order Number, 
GOBI Order Key, and GOBI Order Number
YBP Order Key (aka YBP or GOBI Order Key or #) is referred to in 
OCLC's WCM as the Vendor Order Number, and in Alma as the 
Vendor Reference Number
YBP Order Key functions as a separate element from the 
YBP/GOBI UID (apparently, a point of confusion for many)
GOBI UID (aka YBP UID, aka GOBI/YBP Title ID) is the unique 
manifestation-level number assigned to each GOBI title. 
This means that hardback and paperback editions have different 
GOBI UID numbers; this element is not pertinent to EDI invoicing

18
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Mapping Considerations

• Alma POLs are returned to YBP in the API process for 
FIRM orders and serves as the link between GOBI API 
orders and correlating EDI invoices (if choosing EDI 
invoicing)

• For non-GOBI API orders such as approvals, EDI 
invoicing is enabled by mapping the YBP/GOBI Order 
Key/Number via WCM (where it is called the Vendor 
Order Number) which is mapped via your Alma New 
Order Import Profile to the Alma Vendor Reference 
Number field

• Reminder: GOBI Order Key → WCM Vendor Order 
Number → Alma Vendor Reference Number

19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Mapping Considerations

• YBP outputs the GOBI UID to the 035 $b, specifically 
mapping it there to avoid confusion between that 
number and typical OCLC entries in the 035 $a

• In case of an existing 035 (which there should be in 
most cases), a separate 035 field will be created

• YBP/GOBI UID is provided in the 035 $b as an 
additional match point, if needed

20
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How it Works

21
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How it Works

• When everything is “good to go” in GOBI, the Green 
Lights option to order appears

22

• ORDER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT activates the API
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How it Works

23

• A brief Bib record is added to Alma



© 2018 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary

How it Works

• POL created in Alma by GOBI with status of Auto 
Packaging
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Ebook Central General Considerations

• Ebook Central and Alma are integrated using EOD, EDI 
and, when necessary, an additional bibliographic 
import profile

• Three types of records are managed with the 
integration:

• Financial (order creation)
• Bibliographic (record creation)
• Inventory (electronic portfolio creation)

26
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Ebook Central General Considerations

• To achieve integration…
1. EOD is used to create bibliographic records, 

inventory and orders
2. EDI is used to receive invoices from the vendor
3. Import profiles are used to overlay bibliographic 

records 

27
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Regarding EDI

• EDI is used to receive the invoice for the order which 
was created using the “New Order” import profile

• Note that it is also possible to create both the order 
and receive the invoice via EDI

• In this case the “New Order” import profile would not 
be used

28
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New Order Import Profile
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New Order Import Profile
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New Order Import Profile
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New Order Import Profile
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Sample EOD File

<datafield tag="020" ind1=" " ind2=" ">
<subfield code="a">9781137550132</subfield>
<subfield code="q">(electronic bk.)</subfield>

</datafield>
<datafield tag="020" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="z">9781137603272</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="035" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="a">EBC4716611</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="035" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="a">EBL4716611</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="035" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="a">(CaPaEBR)ebr11281811</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="035" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="a">(MiAaPQ)EBC4716611</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="856" ind1="4" ind2="0">

<subfield code="u">http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=4716611</subfield>
<subfield code="z">Click Here Please</subfield>

</datafield>
<datafield tag="980" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="b">10000</subfield>
<subfield code="d">REPORTING_CODE</subfield>

</datafield>
<datafield tag="981" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="b">FUND_CODE</subfield>
</datafield>
<datafield tag="985" ind1=" " ind2=" ">

<subfield code="A">NOTE_FIELD</subfield>
</datafield>
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Vendor EDI Profile

• Vendor EDI Attributes
• Vendor code = 7606958 (the ProQuest SAN ID)
• EDI Type = 31B - US-SAN
• EDI naming convention = Standard
• EDI Vendor format = ProQuest

• Incoming
• Check the box “Incoming”

• Per Organization Unit EDI
• Vendor code = 7606958 (the ProQuest SAN ID)  
• EDI type: 31B - US-SAN
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Resources

Developer’s Network: RTA Overview

Developer’s Network: RTA Configuration for Libraries

Developer’s Network: RTA Configuration for Vendors

Developer’s Network: Working with APIs

36

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/Real-time-Acquisitions
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/Real-time-Acquisitions-setup-for-institutions
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/For-Vendors-Setting-up-a-real-time-acquisitions-workflow-with-ExLibris-Alma
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma/apis
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THANK YOU
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