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API’s in Primo

Open Platform in Primo

• Customers can create extensions and 
integrations with other systems

• Documentation

• Customer examples



Documentation: EL Commons

http://www.exlibrisgroup.org/



Links to Available API’s



Example fo Contents for an API



Customer Example #1:  BYU

Brigham Young University in Utah, USA designed 
a custom, standalone Primo user interface that 
integrates to Primo completely via API’s.  

• Why?

• They wanted more control of the user 
interface design than they could achieve 
through the standard mechanisms (Back 
Office Views Wizard, CSS, and HTML) and to 
manage their own release schedule



Customer Example #1:  BYU

• Library website:

• http://lib.byu.edu

• Embedded search box on main page

• Enter query and click Search button / or press 
<enter> key

• Search results URL:

• http://search.lib.byu.edu/byu/ <search 
term(s)>

• http://search.lib.byu.edu/byu/history

• http://search.lib.byu.edu/byu/historic+pre
servation



Customer Example #1:  BYU
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Customer Example #2: NWU

• Primo – Blackboard integration

• Push from Primo e-shelf into Blackboard content 
area

• Pull from Primo e-shelf into Blackboard content 
area

You Tube videos illustrating the process 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnkQVvz9WW8

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqIjdnkUGYM

• Note: videos show Primo version 2 UI.  NWU has 
since upgraded to version 3.



Customer Example #2: NWU



Customer Example #3: Univ Laval

• Universite Laval, Canada

• Purchased Primo Central API which provides 
limited access to a Primo Back Office to 

• Activate Primo Central

• Create a View

• Customer uses APIs to query Primo Central 
repository and return results to library created 
discovery tool

• http://solrtest.bibl.ulaval.ca/ariane/articles/



Customer Example #3: Univ Laval
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Primo Central API query

• http://<primo_server>:1701/

• PrimoWebServices/xservice/

• search/brief?

• institution=<Primo institution code>

• &query=any,contains,global+warming

• &query=facet_pfilter,exact,articles

• &indx=1

• &bulkSize=10

• &loc=adaptor,primo_central_multiple_fe



Primo Central API Documentation



PCI API Web Services



Additional Resources

Presentations from yearly Developer Meets Developer 
conferences held in Jerusalem and Chicago



Libraries, Technology, Programmers

Mark Dehmlow, Hesburgh Libraries, University of Notre 
Dame

• Libraries have the opportunity to be technology 
leaders and deliver what our patrons want

• We have amazing structured data

• We have contact with our specific communities of 
users

• Local Customization will require

• High Level Programmers to lead development

• Web Developers with basic understanding of scripting 
to implement

• Libraries should hire programmers
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