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1. Library orders on GOBI (single or multiple orders)
2. GOBI sends brief bib and order data to Alma
3. Alma tries to match incoming data to existing Alma bib via 

ISBN
a. If match, order created on existing bib record
b. If no match, brief bib and order created
c. If library has Network Zone, will try to match to Network Zone record first
d. Does not match to Community Zone eBook records

4. Once order is created, Alma POL is assigned
5. POL returned to YBP and loaded to GOBI open order
6. POL available for output to cataloging record and paper/EDI 

invoice

• Real-time process, usually only takes a few seconds 
• This changes the process for point of order, but not point of 

shipment/invoicing (still MARC/EDI files, FTP, loading)

Workflow



Order screen in GOBI (customised)



GOBI Order Details



PO Line Summary Screen



Alma Bibs



Please use our existing location and library codes as specified in GobiSmart
Please use our existing fund codes and reporting codes as specified in GobiSmart

Set up work: Library 



Set up work: YBP 



https://developers.exli
brisgroup.com/blog/Re
al-time-Acquisitions

From Alma Developers



Limitations

• Brief bib data only; not a good replacement for EOCR Plus
• Matching is ISBN only; does not distinguish P and E
• If matches to multiple Alma records, picks random record
• $0 Price: order goes to review for library to resolve; also 

causes Alma to drop the fund code
• Multi-copy eBook orders not supported
• eBook orders do not match to Community Zone eBook 

records; 



Future Enhancements

• Distinguish P and E for matching purposes

• Handling/Matching on other control numbers (e.g. OCLC 
number, YBP UID)

• Populating the eBook Group Setting properly

• Allow for manual selection by library (or rules-based selection 
perhaps) when multiple possible matches

• Real-time duplication check against Alma when ordering in 
GOBI; display possible duplicates in GOBI

• Alma price/availability lookup in GOBI



Questions?
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