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Alma API



GOBI Real Time Acquisitions (RTA) Service Overview



GOBI Real Time Acquisitions Workflow

GOBI Real Time Acquisitions replaced GOBI 
orders/EOCRS or GobiExport/EDI ordering. 

Real Time Acquisitions is a process that occurs 
almost simultaneously.

At UniSA this changed the process for point of 
order but not point of shipment/invoicing



GOBI Order Details form (customised)



GOBI Order Details



GOBI PO Line Summary Screen in Alma



Alma Bibliographic Records



Alma RTA Order Lines



Set up work: Library

Please use our existing location and library codes as specified in 
GobiSmart

Please use our existing fund codes and reporting codes as specified 
in GobiSmart



Set up work: YBP

YBP and library fill out API 
Worksheet

Document in Library Technical 
Specifications

Implement 

API data mappings based on the 
GobiSmart fields and available Ex 
Libris API fields



Alma Developers

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/Real-time-Acquisitions



Limitations

Brief bib data only

Matches to ISBN only

Ebook orders not matched to the Alma Community Zone 
records



Future Enhancements

Distinguish P and E for matching 
purposes

Handling/Matching on other 
control numbers

Allow for manual selection by 
library where there are multiple 
matches

Real-time duplication check 
against Alma when ordering in 
GOBI



EOD and EDI integrations: Alma, PDA and 
ProQuest ebook Central

Before EOD & EDI integrations the Library:

• Manually loaded MARC records
• Manually created orders
• Manually created invoices



EOD integrations: Alma and ProQuest

2015 UniSA EBL (Ebook Library) PDA 

ProQuest can supply EOD files through Alma

ProQuest can’t offer EDI invoices: in development



EOD: Library Set Up

Build PDA profile parameters with vendor

Set up PDA in Alma via Manage PDA profiles 

Create PDA local electronic collection

Create PDA Repository and Order Import profiles



PDA Repository Import Profile

• Create PDA Repository and Order 
Import profiles



PDA Order Import Profile

• Order Import profiles



EOD: Match points



EOD: Testing and Implementation

MARC file import tests

EOD file import tests

Accurate matching 
checked

Daily EOD file delivery

EOD implemented in 
Alma Production



EDI: Library Set Up

EOD in place

Liaise with ProQuest re: Institution / 
Vendor details

Set up EDI details in Alma Vendor 
Account 

Test FTP and EOD / EDI Files



EDI: Alma Vendor Information - ProQuest



EDI: Alma Vendor Information - ProQuest



EDI Testing and System Adjustments



EDI Testing and System Adjustments



Integrated Alma ProQuest EOD and EDI process

• Repository record loads
• EOD – orders matched 

to bib records
• Orders approved
• EDI – orders lines 

matched to invoices
• Invoices approved
• Integrated EOD/EDI = 

Workflow efficiencies



ProQuest: EOD and EDI Set Up Work



Alma Developers

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma/integrations/edi



Future Enhancements

Patron Driven Acquisitions



Questions

Evidence-Based Acquisition
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