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What Librarians thought we were doing
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How the Librarians reacted
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Why:

Initially developed back in 2015 - this was before any solution was available in Alma

As part of a 

reason: space is at a premium
goal: space saving project
means: weed physical items where we have electronic copies (with various conditions)

We wanted to find out how many physical books you have in ExLibris Alma that you also have electronic versions of.

No Alma solution so initial thought was to analyses the MARCXML files from ExLibris Alma to find the overlap of your physical and electronic records in your holdings

WIth the goal to create an outputs files that can be imported into ExLibris Alma as sets.




Options to match e & phyiscal
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Options for matching electronic and phyiscal items

1 - Title level matching

2 - ISBN matching

3 - ISBN and title (where isbns do not match)



Title level matching
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Pro:

If your ebooks don’t have ISBN details then this is the only method

Con:

Titles matches are far less likely to be exactly the same item in a different format - as many titles are generically worded or named the same - which leads to non-accurate matches.
Assume that only 20% or less of the title matches are actually the same
To many books with the same title

Accounting
Marketing
etc..




ISBN matching
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ISBN matching
In ExLibris Alma a single record may have multiple ISBNs, this application normalises the Alma data based on ISBN allowing for the matching of against all ISBN of phyiscal records against all ISBNs of electronic records.
Here is a small sample of records where ISBNs are the same




ISBN and tit le matching
Where ISBNs do not match but title does

Business rules around how a title can match
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Need business rules around how a title matches

Alma currently uses title stripped for formatting/punctuation as a basis



Results



Results

• 20,000 books ( ~ 15% of the physical book 
collection ) matched via ISBN to an ebook

• Another 5,000 matched via title but not ISBN
• Quality of the title matched was not deemed 

good enough
• CARM and Primo suppression
• Of the latest batch of 15,000. 278 have been 

brought back from CARM (2 month period)



Where at we at right now
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Status of Swin title matching

Status of Alma title matching

Suggestions on future
for larger collections should look at fuzzy matching of titles for non ISBN matching records
smarter ways to analyse larger colelctions that relying directly on manual cataloging standards



https://github.com/justinkelly/Alma-title-match
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All code is availble on github at

https://github.com/justinkelly/Alma-title-match

How does ISBN matching work

1 - Export full set of electronic records as MARCXML

2 - Export full set of physical records

3 - Run a perl script over the marcxml files that extract all the ISBNs for each alma record and store them in a MySQL database

4 - Run SQL over the database to match ISBNs and or titles

Once done we can analyse the data use SQL.


5 -  this CSV file can be saved in Excel as .xls or .xlsx and import into Alma as a set for further analyses.



Questions, suggestions, comments



http://bit.ly/title-matching
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