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Guiding principles

• Find the best way to present recommended resources
• Control the resources recommended for any given search:

• Never more than 5 subscription databases per recommendation
• No more than 3 websites
• Maximum of 10 recommendations for any given search

• Clearly identify subscription vs freely accessible content
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Resource types employed

• Databases
• Websites
• Research guides 
• Collection pages
• Exhibition pages
• More to explore: 

links to A-Z 
Databases subject 
lists (repurposed 
Library information)
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How to manage all these tags and resources

482 resources across 6 resource types:

• 192 databases
• 98 websites
• 97 research guides
• 49 collection pages
• 23 exhibition pages
• 29 A-Z subject links

10,500+ tags
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Resource allocation by “subject” keywords
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VBA custom function

Function LookupCSVResults(lookupValue As Variant, lookupRange As Range, resultsRange As Range) As String

Dim s As String 'Results placeholder
Dim sTmp As String  'Cell value placeholder
Dim r As Long   'Row
Dim c As Long   'Column
Const strDelimiter = "|||"  'Makes InStr more robust

s = strDelimiter
For r = 1 To lookupRange.Rows.Count

For c = 1 To lookupRange.Columns.Count
If lookupRange.Cells(r, c).Value = lookupValue Then

'I know it's weird to use offset but it works even if the two ranges
'are of different sizes and it's the same way that SUMIF works
sTmp = resultsRange.Offset(r - 1, c - 1).Cells(1, 1).Value
If InStr(1, s, strDelimiter & sTmp & strDelimiter) = 0 Then

s = s & sTmp & strDelimiter
End If

End If
Next

Next

'Now make it look like CSV
s = Replace(s, strDelimiter, ";")
If Left(s, 1) = ";" Then s = Mid(s, 2)
'If Right(s, 1) = ";" Then s = Left(s, Len(s) - 1)

LookupCSVResults = s 'Return the function

End Function
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Allocate resource specific tags



P–8

Other details in upload file format
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Visual impact

Icons used for all 
resources to maximize 
visual impact

Icons sourced from 
vendor (e.g. Gale) or 
social media

Several default icons 
used for resources 
where none available
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Icon checking using “rr_database_icon_check”
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Final step

VBA macro:
• Saves the databases and websites spreadsheets as separate upload files
• Removes all formulae, leaving only text values in cells
• Removes any row that has no tags
• Saves a back up copy of each file

Output result is two Excel upload files which can be loaded directly into 
the Primo Back Office with no further adjustment required.
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Next steps

Assess the impact of the May release “tag enrichment” on 
recommendations

Extend the spreadsheet to include Research guides and A-Z Database 
subjects

Apply additional error checking to the Final step macro

Investigate ways to allow other librarians to work with the tags while 
keeping track of changes
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For more information

Marcus Ferguson | Digital Systems Coordinator

State Library Victoria

+61 3 8664 7196

mferguson@slv.vic.gov.au


