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MarcEdit
• A metadata editing software suite used primarily to create and 

manipulate MARC records.

• Originally developed by Terry Reese in 1999 for a major database 
clean-up project at Oregon State University

• Is available for use on MacOS (10.8+), Linux, and Windows (XP+)

• Active User Community
• Windows Users: ~20,000
• MacOS Users: ~1,000
• Linux Users: ~150



MarcEdit – an intro
Includes 
• Global editing functions
• Full regular expression and UTF-8 support
• Ability to utilize any character set supported by the operating 

system.



MarcEdit – an intro
Functions -
• Globally Add/Delete Fields
• Edit Subfields
• Edit Indicators
• Swap/Copy/Find/Replace Field Data
• Build Records & Fields
• Generate Call Numbers & Cutters
• Validate Records & Headings
• Build linked records
• Convert AACR2 to RDA
• Dedup batches



MarcEdit – an intro
And…
• Direct Integration with Supported ILS system
• Macro support
• Task Support
• Delimited Text Translator
• Export tab Delimited
• OAI Harvest
• XML Translations
• Character set conversion
• MARC SQL Explorer



Alma interoperability
• Allows users to search, create, and update Alma 

records from within MarcEdit

• Instructions can be found at 
http://blog.reeset.net/archives/1950

• Configuration is simple but requires some 
‘prerequisites’



Alma interoperability - Prerequisites
• Requires an Alma API key that supports the Bib 

API and the User Api.
• Must have read/write on the bib API

• Z39.50 access enabled in Alma



Alma interoperability - MarcEdit
• Z39.50 connection to your Alma Instance

• Open the Z39.50 Client
• Select Modify Databases









Alma interoperability - MarcEdit
• Setting up integration

• Starting in MarcEdit Preferences









Alma interoperability
Editing batches
• From the MarcEdit menu

• Select Alma
• Select Search

• Select ‘ Batch search’
• Choose your match point – Record number for MMS ID
• Browse to your text file containing only a list of MMS IDs
• Click on the green arrow to search
• Select ‘Downoad all items’ 

Hints
• Don’t navigate away from the page





Alma interoperability
Editing batches
• Edit records as required
• From the MarcEdit menu

• Select Alma
• Select Update/Create

Hint
• Don’t navigate away from the page



Alma interoperability
Editing Holdings
• Retrieve records in same way as for Bibliographic records
• Once batch is found

• Select ‘Download all holdings’



Alma interoperability
Editing a single record
• From the MarcEdit menu

• Select Alma
• Select Search

• Enter your search term
• Choose your match point
• Click on the green arrow to search
• Double click the search result to download the record





Alma interoperability
Editing more than one but not a batch?
• Search for second/subsequent records
• Double click to download.
• Accept the message ‘Append to existing data in the MarcEditor’
• Edit as a batch

Hint
• Choosing no will delete the current record/s from the MarcEditor. 

Any changes will be lost.



Alma interoperability
Large batches
• Time taken to search and update not conducive to 

large sets 

Hint
• Export from Alma
• Edit in Marc Edit
• Reimport to Alma using MMS ID match  & 

‘overlay’ profile



Creating records
• Create basic record with 

unique data using CSV file
• Use Delimited Text Translator 

to create brief records
• Add default fields using 

MarcEdit tasks



Creating records
Then either -
• ‘Send’ to Alma using Z39.50

• No items or holdings created
• Cannot apply normalisation rules
• Cannot suppress

Or
• Compile into Marc
• Import to Alma using normal import profile



Creating ‘stub’ records
Aim – add new fields to existiongf Alma 
records
• Merge with existing Alma records
• Import using MMS ID match and ‘merge’ profile





Pre Ingest Processing
Edit records prior to import to Alma

• Vendor MARC records
• eBook bulk
• EOD data - unique order numbers

• Use preset ‘tasks’ to speed up processing



More help?
• MarcEdit context sensitive help
• Terry’s Worklog (http://blog.reeset.net/)
• YouTube Tutorials
• MarcEdit list



Thank you!
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