
RDA/RDF/BIBFRAME
NOT only for cataloguers!



Caveats

• This is a personal view and does not 
represent the University I work for!

• Beginnings of a discussion



RDA = Resource Description 
and Access

• Replaces AACR2 as the current 
cataloguing instructions

• Used FRBR/FRAD as its conceptual 
models

• Will use IFLA-LRM (Library Reference 
Model) as its conceptual model

• IFLA-LRM is an extension to CIDOC-CRM 



3R Project

• RDA Toolkit Restructure and Redesign 
Project

• Instructions will be structured under the 
Entities – so it will still be WEMI + Agents

• Will have more elements from the LRM 
e.g. Time-span and Place



Barbara Tillett, ALCTS 2004



Potted history - BIBFRAME

• What is it meant to be?
• What actually is it?
• Forks?



BIBFRAME 2.0



BIBFRAME 1.0



Forks?

Kevin Ford’s VALA 2016 
keynote



Linked data - what it is?

• “… we can summarize it as that set 
of best practices required for 
publishing and connecting 
structured data on the web for use 
by a machine”.

Mauro Guerrini, Tiziana Possemat



RDF

• Liked data encoding
• Not domain specific

• NOT user friendly – so no RDF input forms











Data visualization - what is 
it?

• “In a nutshell, data visualization is 
the term we use to describe all of 
the ways people transform data 
into visual representations. This 
could be a map, a bar chart, a 
timeline or an artistic rendering of 
data. “

Duke University website









http://special.lib.uci.edu/collections/artists
-books



Why do it?

“While linked data presents great 
potential for the library 
community, libraries’ existing digital 
knowledge is largely inaccessible, 
stuck in the increasingly obsolete 
MARC format, readable only by 
humans and certain library systems.”

Irene L. Travis 
(editor)

ASIS&T Bulletin


