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Using Alma for our Institutional Repository

Phase 3
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Phase 1

Services Dashboard
Phase 1
• Handle generation
• File management
Phase 2
• Acknowledgement email generation
Phase 3
• Workflow management
• Data validation and verification
• Author management
• Licencing integrated into file management
• Data quality tools
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We have used Alma sets to manage workflows since we started using Alma



But sets and Alma searches don’t display the information we 
use to organise our work and priorities which are held in local 
fields.



This is our dashboard – it exploits the Alma 
APIs as well as other service’s APIs to manage 
our work



The Alma sets are displayed here but the work lists include 
the key data elements we need to determine priorities



Our work lists are in a table form with 
columns that can be sorted by clicking 
the headings.
The Manage link opens the Alma 
record in the dashboard.



Record Management steps us through key 
tasks required to process and output. 
We still edit most of the record in Alma’s 
metadata editor, but the form displays and 
updates part of the record in Alma.
The eye icon indicates if the record is 
suppressed in Alma.



This section collects 
all our validation tools 
into one place. Most 
links use prepopulated 
searches to save 
typing.
The first column does 
prepopulated title 
searches of various 
sources including 
Google.



We also take advantage 
of our link resolver



The second column 
does prepopulated 
number searches.
Both columns take 
advantage of other 
service’s APIs.



The third column provides a number of useful links 
used regularly by the team. 
We also have a link to our ILL form which is 
prepopulated using APIs.



The next section of the form helps us to manage our author data.
As you can see, we collect a lot of data about authors.
We also work in the Alma metadata editor, but to update from here 
the Alma record must be saved and released.



Our external affiliations need to match an local UniSA authority file.

The search icon next to the affiliation displays a search of our local file 
and so we can verify and choose the correct form of the affiliation.



The i icon pulls information from the 
University HR system.
It also includes a link to the author’s 
staff home page on the University’s 
website, where we can check and 
verify details.



We create digital representations in the dashboard rather 
than Alma so we can apply a controlled vocabulary to 
repository file labels.
Another advantage is it is quicker because the form only 
contains the details we need to populate.
We also pull information about archiving permissions from 
the licencing module in Alma.



The padlock and pencil icon opens the licence information text 
box. If there is archiving information in the licencing module in 
Alma it is displayed clearly at point of use.
For some titles we can attach the licence information to the 
electronic collection licence. For collections where the publisher 
condition varies between titles, we have added the specific archive 
embargoes to the title licence as a batch job.
We also link to Sherpa (another canned search) and to our local 
spreadsheet for when there is no information in Alma.



Creating a digital representation is easy, fill out the 
form and either browse to the file or drag and drop.



If a researcher includes an accepted manuscript 
when they submit, you can link the file to the 
representation using the button next to the file link 
after filling out the form.



Creating a handle is the last step of processing. The 
handle is generated in our handle server and 
automatically added to the record in Alma. The record is 
also unsuppressed the same time as this step was 
often missed.



Similar functionality is used to mint DOIs using the 
ANDS DOI minting service for eligible outputs.
Metadata is pulled from Alma and submitted to the 
ANDS DOI service using APIs.



The dashboard allows us to easily notify the 
researcher that their output has been processed.
An email is generated from a choice of templates - all 
include the citation and link to ROR discovery from 
the Alma record.



The email can be edited and there is an inbuilt 6 hour 
delay to allow for the time it takes to publish to ROR 
Discovery to ensure we are not sending a dead link.



The dashboard is also used to manage data quality in ROR.
The data quality report generated in the University’s cognos
reporting environment is displayed on the dashboard where it 
combines to Alma data to more easily identify and correct errors.



Each part of the reports is tailored to display the relevant data from Alma.
When there is an error it is fixed either using Record management in the 
dashboard, or through the metadata editor in Alma.



Record enhance is another data quality tool.
We can enhance existing low quality records by adding 
metadata extracted from the Scopus and Web of Science 
(WoS) APIs to the record in Alma.
Using a DOI will match data from both sources, but will 
still work if only the WoS and Scopus IDs are available.
The first section displays the existing Alma record.



The next section provides the merged record in XML. 
The data can be edited here before updating Alma.



The last section shows the merged record in a more 
easily readable format. The data source is identified 
through use of coloured outline boxes.



Publication Lookup is a service that allows 
the Library to easily load records from 
Scopus and Web of Science.
Records can be identified using their DOI or 
the record IDs from Scopus and Web of 
Science.



Existing Alma records (identified by matching 
IDs) are clearly shown.
New records are added using the check box.
We can also flag onboarding records so they 
go into the correct workflow.



Person Lookup works similarly to 
the Publication Lookup, but it uses 
ORCiD as the data source.



The full record can be displayed 
here by selecting MARC record.
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