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Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your 
balance you must keep moving.  

Albert Einstein, 1879–1955, German-born theoretical 
physicist: Letter to his son Eduard, 5 February 1930.
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I’ve been drunk for about a week now, 
and I thought it might sober me up to 
sit in a library. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald 1896–1940 American novelist:  
The Great Gatsby (1925)



Libraries at the Edge of Reality:  
A Manifesto for Civilising Digitalisation



“…preserve humanity 
passionately in the proliferating 
digital experience by agreeing 
on a set of principles set out in 
this modest manifesto. The 
impartiality and diversity of our 
collective, lived digital 
experience creates a kind of 
ephemeris that cannot be wholly 
preserved. In that context, we 
must:

1. Preserve artefacts and civility,

2. Facilitate discovery in the 
actions of search,

3. Imbue our technologies with 



actions of search,

3. Imbue our technologies with 
human values.

4. Champion dynamic and 
diverse literacies and fluencies,

Drawing on studies of digital 
media and society, we may 
discover why the New Great 
Library of the Real-World and 
the Great Virtual Library of 
Minecraft are important and 
more particularly, why librarians 
are ever more essential for 
humanising our digital 
experience.”



Manifesto



Manifesto



(2011)

“... the library, in all its forms, is the 
institution that is most representative 
of a growing and developing 
society. ... libraries are indispensable, 
as they are, by their very nature, the 
conduit for the capture, preservation 
and delivery of ... the heritage of 
humanity, the records of its triumphs 
and failures, of ... intellectual, 
scientific, and artistic achievements.”  


Ellen R. Tise



(2011)

“The changing role of libraries, 
librarians and library practices makes 
the profession dynamic and relevant 
in its endeavours to contribute to the 
shaping of future societies.”    


Ellen R. Tise



(2011)







The Universe by Rice+Lipka Architects.
https://placesjournal.org/article/fairy-tale-
architecture-the-library-of-babel/

The Library of Babel by Érik Desmazières
http://www.johncoulthart.com/feuilleton/
2013/02/02/the-library-of-babel-by-erik-
desmazieres/
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The Library of Babel by 
Érik Desmazières



libraryofbabel.info



libraryofbabel.info



An original idea. That can’t be too hard. 
The library must be full of them.  

Stephen Fry 1957– English comedian, actor, and 
writer: The Liar (1991). 



Reality
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Reality







CC: FractalCurve. https://www.planetminecraft.com/project/the-grand-library-4206182/

I was inspired by the 
reading room at the 
University of 
Washington's Suzallo 
Library for the interior, 
and various UW 
buildings for the 
exterior. Downstairs 
includes card catalog, 
study carrels, Head 
Librarian's office, and a 
rare book room.

https://www.planetminecraft.com/member/fractalcurve/


CC: FractalCurve. https://www.planetminecraft.com/project/the-grand-library-4206182/

I was inspired by the 
reading room at the 
University of 
Washington's Suzallo 
Library for the interior, 
and various UW 
buildings for the 
exterior. Downstairs 
includes card catalog, 
study carrels, Head 
Librarian's office, and a 
rare book room.

https://www.planetminecraft.com/member/fractalcurve/


https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/building/palace/architecture/palacestructure/churchill/

Churchill insisted that the shape of the 
old Chamber was responsible for the 

two-party system which is the essence of 
British parliamentary democracy: 'we 

shape our buildings and afterwards our 
buildings shape us.'



We shape our buildings 
and afterwards our 
buildings shape us. 

Winston Churchill  

https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/
building/palace/architecture/palacestructure/churchill/

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a5/
Palace_of_Westminster%2C_London%2C_England%2C_United_

Kingdom%2C_Europe.jpg/1280px-
Palace_of_Westminster%2C_London%2C_England%2C_United_

Kingdom%2C_Europe.jpg



CC: Matt Russell. https://pixels.com/featured/university-of-michigan-law-library-matt-russell.html



CC: Michael Smith. https://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelgsmith/15411027490



https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/notre-dame-fire-cathedral-before-after-paris-cause-damage-a8872051.html



https://
www.independent.co.uk/

news/world/europe/
notre-dame-fire-

cathedral-before-after-
paris-cause-damage-

a8872051.html
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To preserve civility, we must preserve artefacts 
in revered spaces that stand strong as living, 

protective castles.  In them we will find solace 
and grace.



CC: David Iliff. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Long_Room_Interior,_Trinity_College_Dublin,_Ireland_-_Diliff.jpg



CC: David Iliff. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Long_Room_Interior,_Trinity_College_Dublin,_Ireland_-_Diliff.jpg



https://starwars.fandom.com/wiki/Library?file=Jedi_Archives.pngAdded by Alexrd Posted in Jedi Archives/LegendsJedi ArchivesLibrary

https://starwars.fandom.com/wiki/User:Alexrd
https://starwars.fandom.com/wiki/Jedi_Archives/Legends
https://starwars.fandom.com/wiki/Jedi_Archives
https://starwars.fandom.com/wiki/Library


 A new medium never ceases to oppress the older 
media until it finds new shapes and positions for them. 
  
McLuhan, 1964, The Medium is the Message



When you improve searchability, 
you take away the one 
advantage of print , which is 
serendipity. Serendipity is when 
you find things you weren’t 
looking for because finding what 
you are looking for is so damned 
difficult. 

Erin McKean, TED2007.
https://www.ted.com/talks/

erin_mckean_redefines_the_dictionary/
transcript?language=en



(2015)







CC: David Fuller. https://hiveminer.com/Tags/hatcher,library



CC: Jacob Schindler. https://discover.uga.edu/article/sus16-kudzu



CC: Jacob Schindler. https://
discover.uga.edu/article/sus16-kudzu

(2015)



CC: Jacob Schindler. https://
discover.uga.edu/article/sus16-kudzu

(2015)



(2015) CC: Jacob Schindler. https://
discover.uga.edu/article/sus16-kudzu



(2015) CC: Jacob Schindler. https://
discover.uga.edu/article/sus16-kudzu



CC: Michigan Daily. https://www.michigandaily.com/section/arts/boaa-best-place-study-hatcher-library



Manifesto For Civilising Digitalisation  

2 
  

To promote understanding and wisdom 
through knowledge, we must facilitate the joy 

of discovery in the actions of search:  Embrace 
the journey and the unexpected.



https://thefederalist.com/2016/02/26/watch-trump-
drop-the-f-bomb-5-times-in-74-seconds/



If one could only teach the English how 
to talk, and the Irish how to listen, 
society here would be quite civilised. 

Oscar Wilde, 1854–1900. Irish dramatist and poet: 

An Ideal Husband (1895)



Civilising

(2018)



Civilising







(2011)

... we seem determined to give human qualities to 
objects and content to treat each other as things.





Social Media: 
Not advertising supported. 
Behavioural Modification. 

Outrage machine. 

(2018)











Be nice to people on your way up because 
you’ll meet ’em on your way down. 

Wilson Mizner 1876–1933 American dramatist, 
in Alva Johnston: The Legendary Mizners (1953)













Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; 
Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

Miles Kingston, 1941–2008.  English humorist, journalist:  
Independent, 28 March 2003.



(2018)

(2014)
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(2018)



(2018)



Technological  
singularity... 
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To use increasingly intelligent technologies safely 
as we pursue our destiny, we must imbue our 

technologies with human values.









(2019)





PHOTO: Epic Games





Walt Disney, 1955

Times and conditions change so rapidly that 
we must keep our aim constantly focused 
on the future. 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:State_Library_of_Victoria_La_Trobe_Reading_room_5th_floor_view.jpg



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:State_Library_of_Victoria_La_Trobe_Reading_room_5th_floor_view.jpg
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The library as a public good is 
ubiquitous in developed countries and 
an aspiration in those still developing... 


The pace of change seems breathtaking: 


Writing to the codex, 4,300 years; 
Codex to movable type, 1,150 years; 
Movable type to Internet, 524 years; 
Internet to search engines, 19 years; 
Search engines to Google’s algorithmic 
relevance ranking, 7 years ...

https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2008/06/12/
the-library-in-the-new-age/



Darnton (2008). https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2008/06/12/the-library-in-the-new-age/

To students in the 1950s, libraries looked like citadels of learning. 
Knowledge came packaged between hard covers, and a great 
library seemed to contain all of it.  Modern or postmodern 
students do most of their research at computers in their rooms. 
To them, knowledge comes online, not in libraries. They know 
that libraries could never contain it all within their walls, because 
information is endless, extending everywhere on the Internet, and 
to find it one needs a search engine, not a card catalog. But this, 
too, may be a grand illusion—or, to put it positively, there is 
something to be said for both visions, the library as a citadel and 
the Internet as open space.
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To survive the 21st Century, we must embrace 
population growth and diversity, digital and analogue; 
this will require us to champion dynamic and diverse  

literacies and fluencies. 





Let’s talk.


